2024 April 08 Total Solar Eclipse

TLDR: The upcoming solar eclipse is only a partial eclipse from Alexandria. Special filters or eclipse glasses are an absolute must to safely see the moon mostly covering 89% of the sun at mid-eclipse  at 3:20pm. 
A solar eclipse is not very rare. There’s one every few years. But you’ll have to travel. This year, along a narrow path running from the SW to the NE of the continental US, a total solar eclipse will be visible. For those in or traveling to the path, they’ll see a myriad of changes as the moon slowly covers, fully obscures,  then uncovers the sun. And during the few minutes of totality, the view is … AMAZING! 
[image: 2005 Annular Solar Eclipse Sequence]
Sequence for an annular solar eclipse. We’ll see a similar sequence but not that middle one! EclipseWise
Sadly, Alexandria is not in the path. For us, at maximum eclipse at 3:20pm, the sun is only 89% obscured. It will be fascinating watching the moon take bites out of the sun. And there will be some effects that we’ll get to see. Pay attention to the quality of the light, the sounds and behaviors of bugs, birds, and animals. Look at shadows under trees. The spaces between leaves act like pinhole cameras. On a regular day, they just show the orb of the sun. But on eclipse day, you’ll see crescents.
And while it is tempting to look at the sun, you ABSOLUTELY MUST have special solar eclipse glasses for your eyes or appropriate solar filters for cameras, binoculars, or telescopes. You do not need binoculars or telescopes to see the eclipse, but you do need the special filters! 
· https://www.mreclipse.com/MrEclipse.html
· https://www.eclipsewise.com/eclipse.html
· https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/in/usa/alexandria?iso=20240408
Local events: https://patch.com/virginia/oldtownalexandria/total-solar-eclipse-how-much-we-ll-see-alexandria-when-see-it
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